Why Weightlifting is
o Much More
Beneficial Than Cardio

If you're still spending hours on the treadmill hoping it'll
magically carve out a six-pack, we need to talk.
Weightlifting blows cardio out of the water when it comes to
building a stronger, leaner body. Sure, cardio makes you
sweat and is admittedly the healthiest way to stare ata TV

for an hour — but lifting makes you strong. So, if you're tired

of watching re-runs of Property Brothers from the elliptical
and wondering why you’re not seeing results, it’s time to hit
the weights.
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Muscle Building: The Ultimate Metabolism Booster
One of the most significant benefits of weightlifting is that it promotes
muscle growth. Why does this matter? Because more muscle means a
higher resting metabolism, which means you burn more calories even
when you're not working out. Unlike cardio, which primarily burns
calories during the activity itself, weightlifting keeps your metabolism
elevated long after your workout is done.
In contrast, excessive cardio can sometimes lead to muscle loss,
slowing down your metabolism over time. So, if your goal is to burn fat
efficiently and keep it off, weightlifting is the way to go. It helps you

build muscle, which in turn makes your body a calorie-burning machine,

even while you're binge-watching your favorite show on the couch.
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Body Composition: Sculpt Your Ideal Physique
Weightlifting isn't just about building strength — it’s about sculpting
your body. Resistance training helps define and enhance muscle mass,
giving you a more toned and athletic appearance. If you’re after that

“lean but strong” look, lifting weights is your best bet.

On the flip side, doing too much cardio can lead to a less defined look.
While cardio can help you lose weight, it doesn’t discriminate between
fat and muscle. Over time, excessive cardio can cause muscle loss,
leading to a softer, less toned physique. Weightlifting, however, allows
you to retain (and even gain) muscle while shedding fat, resulting in a
more balanced and defined body composition.
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Weightlifting Benefits Cardiovascular Health
It’s a common misconception that cardio is the only way to
improve heart health. In reality, weightlifting can be just as
effective, if not more so, when done with shorter rest periods and
higher reps. This style of training increases your heart rate and
keeps it elevated throughout the workout, improving
cardiovascular endurance without the potential muscle loss
associated with extended cardio sessions.

Essentially, you can improve your heart health and endurance
through weightlifting while also getting the added benefit of
building muscle — something pure cardio doesn’t offer.
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Longevity and Overall Health

When it comes to long-term health and fitness, weightlifting has a clear
edge over cardio. Why? Because resistance training not only helps
reduce body fat, but it also promotes better hormone balance and

overall physical health. Lifting weights encourages the production of

hormones like testosterone and growth hormone, which are crucial for
maintaining muscle mass and staying lean as we age.
Additionally, unlike excessive cardio, which can lead to muscle
degradation, weightlifting helps preserve muscle mass and bone

density. Preserving muscle and bone density is essential for staying

strong and active as you get older, making weightlifting a key
component of a healthy aging process.
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Avoid the Adaptation Trap

One downside to cardio is that your body adapts to it quickly. If you’re
running the same distance at the same speed every day, your body will get
more efficient at it, meaning you burn fewer calories over time. While this is

great for endurance, it’s not ideal if your goal is to lose fat or maintain

muscle.

Weightlifting, on the other hand, continuously challenges your muscles. By
increasing weights, changing exercises, or varying your rep ranges, you keep
your body guessing and avoid hitting a plateau. This means your body burns

more calories over time because it’s constantly being challenged, not just

going through the motions.

In the end, the clear winner is weightlifting. But that doesn’t mean cardio
doesn’t have a place in your workout routine! Traditional cardio still has
plenty of value and can even help your weightlifting! Just don’t overdo it, and
make sure you never neglect muscle.
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